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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
WSP has been commissioned by Transport for West Midlands (TfWM) to produce a series of
Heritage Statements and/or Built Heritage Setting Assessments in advance of the proposed TfWM
Midlands Future Mobility (MFM) Connected and Autonomous Vehicle (CAV) Testbed (test ‘sectors’)
within the administrative area of Coventry City Council.
This Heritage Statement and Built Heritage Settings Assessment assesses the impact of Phase 1 of
the CAV Testbed on a series of designated heritage assets within Coventry City Council, in support
a planning application required under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act
1990.Separate Heritage Statements and/or Built Heritage Settings Assessments will be prepared for
Phases 2 and 3 of the proposed scheme.
The infrastructure comprises a series of digital monitoring stations (‘monitoring sites’) designed to
communicate with the autonomous vehicles. Although the monitoring stations are potentially
temporary and reversible, they are treated as permanent structures for the purposes of this
assessment. The infrastructure would comprise cameras that will be either attached to existing
infrastructure, such as lighting columns and traffic signals as highways signage or will be affixed to a
new supporting structure. Each station will be connected into existing electricity supplies with
trenching works to lay new connecting cables as required. Cabinets will be required at all existing
monitoring sites in Coventry.
This Heritage Statement and Built Heritage Settings Assessment assesses the physical impact of
the proposed Phase 1 CAV Testbed or test ‘sectors’ on Nauls Mill Conservation Area and the
Chapelfields Conservation Area. It will also consider the potential impact on individual designated
heritage assets located within the Nauls Mill Conservation Area and the Chapelfields Conservation
Area, in terms of changes to their setting and how their significance is understood and appreciated.
The assessment also considers impacts to setting for the following heritage assets located in the
vicinity of the proposed monitoring stations, for which there would be no physical impact:
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡

Kenilworth Road Conservation Area
Greyfriars Green Conservation Area
Spon Street Conservation Area
Baptist Chapel (listed Grade II)
97–100 Spon End (listed Grade II)
107–110 Spon End (listed Grade II)
111–116 Spon End (listed Grade II)
Spon Bridge (listed Grade II)
Chapel of St James and St Christopher (listed Grade II)
Medieval Stone Building (listed Grade II*)
Whitefriars Gate, 36–37 Much Park Street (listed Grade II*)
The ‘Alvis’ Bridge, Holyhead Road (locally listed)

The following heritage assets were scoped out as they would be unaffected by the scheme, due to
the distance to the monitoring station and/or intervening development and vegetation:
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¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡

Kenilworth Road Conservation Area
Baptist Chapel
97–100 Spon End
107–110 Spon End
111–116 Spon End
Spon Bridge
Chapel of St James and St Christopher

The report concludes that the proposed scheme would result in changes to the setting of two
heritage assets: Greyfriars Green Conservation Area and the Grade II* listed Whitefriars Gate, 36–
37 Much Park Street. The impact to these assets would be ‘less than substantial harm’ as defined
by the National Planning Policy Framework. It is recommended that all new structures should match
the colour of existing street apparatus/structures to minimise the impact of the proposed scheme.
The introduction stand-alone cabinets along Holyhead Road in the Nauls Mill Conservation Area and
Allesley Old Road in the Chapelfields Conservation Area would not impact on the character or
appearance of these conservation areas. This assessment concludes that the proposed scheme
would result in no harm to the setting of Kenilworth Road Conservation Area, the Grade II listed
Baptist Church, Spon Street Conservation Area, the Grade II* listed Medieval Stone Building or the
locally listed Alvis Railway Bridge, Holyhead Road.
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1

INTRODUCTION

1.1

PROJECT OVERVIEW

1.1.1.

WSP has been commissioned by Transport for West Midlands (TfWM) to produce a Heritage
Statement and Built Heritage Settings Assessment to support a planning application for the
proposed works as part of Site 001 (Phase 1) of the Midlands Future Mobility (MFM) Connected and
Autonomous Vehicle (CAV)Testbed.

1.1.2.

The proposed infrastructure comprises a series of digital monitoring stations (hereafter ‘monitoring
sites’) designed to communicate with the autonomous vehicles. The monitoring stations area would
comprise cameras that would be either attached to existing infrastructure, such as lighting columns
and traffic signals as highways signage or would be affixed to a new supporting structure. Each
station would be connected into existing electricity supplies with trenching works to lay new
connecting cables as required. Cabinets would be required at all existing monitoring sites in
Coventry. The proposed works comprise the introduction of new infrastructure for the CAV Testbed.
The stand-alone cabinets will have the following dimensions: 1100mm high x 660m width x 280mm
depth. The colour and finish is to be confirmed.

1.1.3.

Part of the proposed Phase 1 works are located within the Nauls Mill Conservation Area and the
Chapelfields Conservation Area.

1.1.4.

Phase 1 works will also require the introduction of new traffic infrastructure in proximity to (outside)
the Kenilworth Road Conservation Area, Greyfriars Green Conservation Area and Spon Street
Conservation Area. It will also require infrastructure in proximity to the following designated heritage
assets which are not located in conservation areas:
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡

Baptist Chapel (listed Grade II, National Heritage List for England/NHLE ref: 1335851)
97–100 Spon End (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1342946)
107–110 Spon End (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1335864)
111–116 Spon End (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1076600)
Spon Bridge (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1076603)
Chapel of St James and St Christopher (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1342909)
Medieval Stone Building (listed Grade II*, NHLE ref: 1342921)
Whitefriars Gate, 36–37 Much Park Street (listed Grade II*, ref: 1087114)
The ‘Alvis’ Bridge (locally listed)

1.1.5.

The report is intended to support the planning application for the proposed works. The Planning
(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 sets out the legal requirements for the control of
development and alterations which affect listed buildings and conservation areas. Under the Act,
listed building consent is required for alterations, extension or demolition of a listed building.

1.2

SCOPE AND AIMS

1.2.1.

The aim of this report is to understand the heritage significance of the assets and to assess the
impact of the proposed scheme to that significance, in order to support a planning application.
Professional expert opinion has been used to assess heritage significance, based on historic,
archaeological, architectural or artistic interest, as set out in Historic England’s Conservation
Principals (2017).
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1.2.2.

The aim is achieved through the following objectives:
¡ Provide a summary historical background of the conservation areas and their context within the
wider Coventry City Council area.
¡ Describe the current condition of the conservation area and designated heritage assets within it,
as determined from a site visit.
¡ Interpret the significance of the designated heritage assets and the contribution of setting to this
significance.
¡ Assess the likely impacts upon the significance of the assets arising from the proposals.
¡ Provide a conclusion on the impacts and whether planning permission should be granted.

1.2.3.

It is outside the scope of this assessment to consider the impact on undesignated above ground
heritage assets. There would be no physical impacts to such. In terms of changes to their setting,
undesignated heritage assets are not considered significant enough to warrant such individual
assessment, under the proportionality of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).

1.2.4.

The impact of the proposed on buried heritage assets (archaeological remains), this is dealt with in a
separate WSP Archaeological Constraints Appraisal (WSP Nov 2019).

1.3

STATEMENT OF LIABILITY

1.3.1.

This document is confidential and for the exclusive benefit of the Client (TfWM). It may not be
assigned to or relied upon by a third party without the agreement of WSP UK Limited (‘WSP’) in
writing. WSP retains all copyright and other intellectual property rights in the document and its
contents unless transferred by written agreement between WSP and the Client.

1.3.2.

The findings and opinions expressed are based on the conditions encountered and/or the
information reasonably available at the date of issue of this document (or other date e.g. date of
inspection) and shall be applicable only to the circumstances envisaged herein.

1.3.3.

No person except the Client shall have the benefit of this document by virtue of the Contracts
(Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999.
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2

LEGISLATIVE AND PLANNING FRAMEWORK

2.1

STATUTORY PROTECTION

2.1.1.

The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 sets out the legal requirements
for the control of development and alterations which affect listed buildings and conservation areas.

2.1.2.

Section 66 states that the LPA (or the Secretary of State) ‘shall have special regard to the
desirability of preserving the building or its setting or any features of special architectural or historic
interest which it possesses.’

2.1.3.

Section 69, in regard of conservation areas states that ‘special attention shall be paid to the
desirability of preserving and enhancing the character or appearance of an area’.

2.1.4.

Section 72 of the Act imposes a duty on local planning authorities when considering applications
which affect buildings in conservation areas to pay “special attention” to the desirability of preserving
or enhancing the character or appearance of the conservation area.

2.1.5.

Section 74 states that, ‘a building within a conservation area shall not be demolished without
consent of the appropriate authority.’

2.2

NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK

2.2.1.

Both the NPPF and the Planning Practice Guidance are material considerations in relevant planning
applications and in relation to all listed building consents.

2.2.2.

The NPPF defines significance as 'the value of a heritage asset to this and future generations
because of its heritage interest. That interest may be historic, archaeological, architectural or
artistic.' The determination of the significance is based on statutory designation and/or professional
judgement against these values. These values are identified in Historic England’s Conservation
Principles (2017) as Historic Interest, Archaeological Interest and Architectural and Artistic Interest.

2.2.3.

Section 16 of the NPPF deals with ‘Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment’. Relevant
paragraphs are presented below:
Para 186. When considering the designation of conservation areas, local planning authorities
should ensure that an area justifies such status because of its special architectural or historic
interest, and that the concept of conservation if not devalued through the designation of
areas that lack special interest.
Para 189. In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant
to describe the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution made
by their setting. The level of detail should be proportionate to the assets' importance and no
more than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the proposal on their
significance. As a minimum the relevant historic environment record should have been
consulted and the heritage assets assessed using appropriate expertise where necessary.
Where a site on which development is proposed includes, or has the potential to include,
heritage assets with archaeological interest, local planning authorities should require
developers to submit an appropriate desk-based assessment and, where necessary, a field
evaluation.
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Para 190. Local planning authorities should identify and assess the particular significance of
any heritage asset that may be affected by a proposal (including by development affecting
the setting of a heritage asset) taking account of the available evidence and any necessary
expertise. They should take this into account when considering the impact of a proposal on a
heritage asset, to avoid or minimise any conflict between the heritage asset's conservation
and any aspect of the proposal.
Para 193. When considering the impact of a proposed development on the significance of a
designated heritage asset, great weight should be given to the asset’s conservation (and the
more important the asset, the greater the weight should be). This is irrespective of whether
any potential harm amounts to substantial harm, total loss or less than substantial harm to its
significance.
Para 194. Any harm to, or loss of, the significance of a designated heritage asset (from its
alteration or destruction, or from development within its setting), should require clear and
convincing justification. Substantial harm to or loss of:
a)
grade II listed buildings, or grade II registered parks or gardens, should be
exceptional;
b)
assets of the highest significance, notably scheduled monuments, protected wreck
sites, registered battlefields, grade I and grade II* listed buildings, grade I and II* registered
parks and gardens, and World Heritage Sites, should be wholly exceptional.
Para 195. Where a proposed development will lead to substantial harm (or total loss of
significance) of a designated heritage asset, local planning authorities should refuse consent,
unless it can be demonstrated that the substantial harm or total loss is necessary to achieve
substantial public benefits that outweigh that harm or loss.
Para 196. Where a development proposal will lead to less than substantial harm to the
significance of a designated heritage asset, this harm should be weighed against the public
benefits of the proposal, including, where appropriate, securing its optimum viable use.
Para 200. Local planning authorities should look for opportunities for new development
within Conservation Areas and World Heritage Sites, and within the setting of heritage
assets, to enhance or better reveal their significance. Proposals that preserve those
elements of the setting that make a positive contribution to the asset (or which better reveal
its significance) should be treated favourably.
Para 201. Not all elements of a Conservation Area or World Heritage Site will necessarily
contribute to its significance. Loss of a building (or other element) which makes a positive
contribution to the significance of the Conservation Area or World Heritage Site should be
treated either as substantial harm under paragraph 195 or less than substantial harm under
paragraph 196, as appropriate, taking into account the relative significance of the element
affected and its contribution to the significance of the Conservation Area or World Heritage
Site as a whole.
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2.3

LOCAL PLANNING POLICY
COVENTRY CITY COUNCIL LOCAL PLAN

2.3.1.

Coventry City Council’s Local Plan was adopted on 6th December 2017. Section 9 of the Local Plan
addresses heritage. The introduction states:
Coventry has a rich and diverse historic environment which is evident in the survival of
individual historic assets and in the local character and distinctiveness of the broader
landscape.

2.3.2.

The Plan advises that the Council intends to review the boundaries of Allesley, Kenilworth Road,
Stoke Green, Greyfriars Green, Ivy Farm Lane High Street and Spon End Conservation Areas.
Appraisals and management plans will be produced for all of the city’s conservation areas ‘to guide
their preservation and enhancement’ (p 123).

2.3.3.

The production of new Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans ‘will guide their
preservation and enhancement.’ All development proposals within conservation areas ‘will be
determined in accordance with this Plan and the appropriate Appraisal and Management Plan’ (p.
124).

2.3.4.

Policy HE1 deals with conservation areas. It advises that ‘All development proposals within
Conservation Areas will be determined in accordance with this Plan and the appropriate Appraisal
and Management Plan’ (p 123). Policy HE2 deals with conservation and heritage assets:
In order to help sustain the historic character, sense of place, environmental quality and local
distinctiveness of Coventry, development proposals will be supported where they conserve
and, where appropriate. Enhance those aspects of the historic environment which are
recognised as being of special historic, archaeological, architectural, artistic or townscape
significance.

2.3.5.

Any proposals which are ‘likely to affect the significance of a heritage asset or its setting should
demonstrate an understanding of such significance using currently available evidence’ (p 124).
Furthermore, ‘All proposals should aim to sustain and reinforce the special character and conserve
the following distinctive historic elements of Coventry’ (p 125):
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡

2.3.6.

The medieval city centre and its suburbs
Surviving pre-industrial settlements and landscape features
Wider Arden rural environment on the fringe of the city
Buildings associated with city’s industrial heritage
Victorian and Edwardian suburbs
Significant elements of Coventry’s post-war reconstruction
Archaeological remains

Turning to the city’s digital agenda as part of Policy C1 Broadband and Mobile Internet, the Local
Plan addresses the issue of infrastructure, which is also relevant for this project:
In relation to point D of Policy C1, specific regard should be given to the delivery of new
infrastructure to support mobile internet within Conservation Areas or on/adjacent to heritage
assets. Such infrastructure should not be intrusive and should not have a negative impact on
the character, integrity or setting of such assets and/or areas. (p 171).
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2.3.7.

Policy C2 states that telecommunication development ‘should not have an unacceptable effect on
conservation areas or buildings of architectural or historic interest or areas of ecological interest or
areas of landscape value or sites of archaeological importance’ (p. 172).

SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING GUIDANCE: KENILWORTH ROAD CONTROL PLAN
(2001)
2.3.8.

The following guidelines will be applied in determining planning applications within the conservation
area:
¡ New development or redevelopment entailing the intensification of land use along Kenilworth
Road will not generally be permitted.
¡ In those very exceptional cases where development or redevelopment is considered to be
acceptable, the following criteria will be taken into account:
· That such development or redevelopment shall not be so located as to necessitate the
removal or cause damage to trees or associated ground cover;
· That such development or redevelopment be sent at such distance from the existing spinneys
as to ensure that it is screened from Kenilworth Road;
· That the height or any development or redevelopment be restricted to two storey (excluding
accommodation within the roof space);
· That no new vehicular access be provided onto Kenilworth Road and that access from
subsidiary roads to the rear of any development shall be provided wherever possible;
· That existing drives be not utilised to provide access to more than one additional dwelling;
· That a comprehensive landscaping scheme be submitted as part of any detailed application
for planning permission;
· That screen fences, etc, be finished in natural colours; and
· That adequate foul and surface water drainage facilities must exist.

SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING GUIDANCE: CHAPELFIELDS CONSERVATION AREA
CONTROL PLAN (2001)
2.3.9.

Section 1 of the Control Plan deals with House improvements, Section 2 deals with Car parking and
access and Section 3 with Industrial and commercial uses. Section 4 deals with Area Improvements.
Section 4.3 specifically addresses street furniture:
¡ Any street furniture, including lamp-posts, telephone posts and other items should be in character
with the area. The city Planning Officer should be consulted with regard to the location and
design of such items.

SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING GUIDANCE: SPON STREET TOWNSCAPE SCENE
CONTROL POLICY FOR SIGNS AND ADVERT DISPLAYS
2.3.10. The control policy applied for prospective applicants preparing schemes for signs or advertisements
within the Spon Street Conservation Area. The SPG is not applicable to this proposed scheme.
However, under Location the SPG does note the following:
¡ In the case of restored or other half-timbered building, no sign should obscure the nature of the
building. In order that some measure of visual conformity be maintained, this principle of
projecting signs should apply to new buildings or other existing buildings to be retained.
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¡ No signs, other than specifically required road signs, should be applied to the sides or rear of any
building.
¡ To maintain the mediaeval character of the buildings and the pedestrian scale of the street, all
sign boards should be positioned with their bottom edge not lower than 2.4 metres (7.9ft) from the
footpath and the top edge not higher than the eaves level of that building, or the ceiling level of
the second storey, whichever is the lower.
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3

METHODOLOGY AND SOURCES

3.1

DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT

3.1.1.

This assessment has been carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990, National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and to standards specified
by Historic England (HE 2017).

3.1.2.

A range of data sources were used in the research for this report, all of which are referenced in the
text and detailed in full in the bibliography in Appendix A. The principal sources comprised:
¡ Historic England National Heritage List for England (NHLE) – statutory description of designated
assets within the conservation areas.
¡ Groundsure – historic Ordnance Survey maps from the 1st edition (1860s) onwards.
¡ Google Maps – general mapping information, satellite imagery and Streetview
¡ Internet – historical background and local planning policy information,

3.1.3.

This report sets out the history of the conservation areas within which the monitoring sites are
located (Section 2), their significance (Section 5) and assesses the impact of the proposed works in
relation to relevant national and local planning policy (Section 6).

3.2

SITE VISIT

3.2.1.

A site visit took place on the 25th October 2019 to undertake a visual inspection of the Phase 1
monitoring sites located within the administration area of Coventry City Council. Surveyors
conducted a site walkover of each location and surrounding area, taking photographs and recording
notes to consider the impacts of the proposed scheme, the contribution of setting to significance and
the likely setting impacts. The conservation areas and other heritage assets considered in this
assessment are shown on Figure 1. Note that the distances quoted in this report are approximate to
within the nearest 5 metres (m).

3.2.2.

Surveyors undertook only a rapid visual assessment of the conservation areas and individual
designated heritage assets. Surveyors did not enter any buildings for the purposes of this
assessment.

3.3

CONSULTATIONS

3.3.1.

Pre-application advice was received in a meeting with planning officers at Coventry City Council on
8th October 2019. LPA officers asked whether infrastructure at site 47 located at Greyfriars Green
Conservation could be made less prominent. Officers also stated that Nauls Mill Conservation Area
noted for character of the brick and did not anticipate many issues within this conservation area.

3.3.2.

Officers stated that Kenilworth Road Conservation Area was of greater concern.

3.4

ASSESSING HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

3.4.1.

The NPPF defines significance as 'The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations
because of its heritage interest. That interest may be historic, archaeological, architectural or
artistic.' The determination of the significance is based on statutory designation and/or professional
judgement against these values. They are identified in Historic England Conservation Principles
(revised consultation draft Nov 2017):
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¡ Historic Interest: the ways in which the asset can illustrate the story of past events, people and
aspects of life (illustrative value, or interest). It can be said to hold communal value when
associated with the identity of a community. Historical interest considers whether the asset is the
first, only, or best surviving example of an innovation of consequence, whether related to design,
artistry, technology or social organisation. It also considers an asset’s integrity (completeness),
current use / original purpose, significance in place making, associative value with a notable
person, event, or movement.
¡ Archaeological Interest: the potential of the physical remains of an asset to yield evidence of past
human activity that could be revealed through future archaeological investigation. This includes
above-ground structures and landscapes, earthworks and buried or submerged remains,
palaeoenvironmental deposits, and considers date, rarity, state of preservation,
diversity/complexity, contribution to published priorities (research value), supporting
documentation, collective value and comparative potential, and sensitivity to change.
¡ Architectural and Artistic Interest: derive from a contemporary appreciation of an asset’s
aesthetics. Architectural interest can include the design, construction, craftsmanship and
decoration of buildings and structures. Artistic interest can include the use, representation or
influence of historic places or buildings in artwork. It can also include the skill and emotional
impact of works of art that are part of heritage assets or assets in their own right.
3.4.2.

These values encompass the criteria that Historic England are obliged to consider when statutorily
designating heritage assets. The assessment also considers the contribution which the historic
character and setting makes to the overall significance of the asset.

3.4.3.

DMRB Volume 11 (HA 208/07) has been superseded by LA106 Cultural Heritage assessment
(September 2019). Value has been given to assets as being very high, high, medium, low, negligible
and unknown with reference being made to criteria detailed in DMRB Volume 11, LA104, Table 3.2N
(Table 1).

3.4.4.

Table 1 Value of Receptors (DMRB Volume 11, LA104 Table 3.2N)

3.4.5.

Typical description

Value (sensitivity)

Very high importance and rarity, international scale and very limited potential for
substitution

Very High

High importance and rarity, national scale, and limited potential for substitution

High

Medium or high importance and regional scale, limited potential for substitution

Medium

Low or medium importance and rarity, local scale

Low

Very low importance and rarity, local scale

Negligible

Value has been given to assets in Table 2 with reference being made to criteria detailed in the
superseded Volume 11, Section 3, Part 2 of the DMRB (HA 208/07).
Table 2 – Significance of heritage assets
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Heritage asset description

Significance

World heritage sites (including nominated sites)

Very High

Scheduled Monuments

High

Grade I and II* listed buildings
Grade I and II* registered parks and gardens
Designated historic battlefields
Protected wrecks
Undesignated heritage assets of high national importance
Grade II listed buildings

Medium

Grade II registered parks and gardens
Conservation Areas
Burial grounds
Protected heritage landscapes (e.g. ancient woodland or historic hedgerows)
Undesignated heritage assets of lower national, regional or county importance
Heritage assets with a district or local value or interest for education or cultural
appreciation

Low

Locally listed buildings
Item with no significant value or interest

Negligible

Heritage assets that have a clear potential, but for which current knowledge is
insufficient to allow significance to be determined

Uncertain

3.5

ASSESSING THE CONTRIBUTION OF SETTING

3.5.1.

In relation to designated heritage assets, the assessment considers the contribution that setting
makes to the overall significance of the asset.

3.5.2.

Setting is the way in which the asset is understood and experienced. It is not an asset in itself. It
differs from curtilage (historic/present property boundary); context (association with other assets
irrespective of distance) and historic character (sum of all historic attributes, including setting,
associations, and visual aspects).

3.5.3.

The assessment has considered the physical surroundings of the asset, including topography and
intervening development and vegetation. It also considers how the asset is currently experienced
and understood through its setting, in particular views to and from the asset and the monitoring site,
along with key views, and the extent to which setting may have already been compromised.

3.5.4.

Guidance produced by Historic England (HE 2017) and the Landscape Institute and Institute of
Environmental Management and Assessment (2013) has been used to adopt a stepped approach
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for settings assessment. For a full explanation of the methodology used please refer to the Historic
England Guidance.
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4

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

4.1

CONSERVATION AREAS

4.1.1.

There are currently no conservation area appraisals for any of the conservation areas that are
assessed in this Heritage Statement and Built Heritage Settings Assessment. The relevant
conservation areas were declared on the following dates:
¡ Nauls Mill Conservation Area: declared September 2003
¡ Chapelfields Conservation Area: declared November 1976
¡ Kenilworth Road Conservation Area: declared December 1968, extensions agreed September
1978 and minor extensions/boundary adjustments approved January 2004
¡ Greyfriars Green Conservation Area: declared August 1969 and extended April 1977
¡ Spon Street Conservation Area: declared August 1969

4.1.2.

The absence of these conservation area appraisals has meant that rapid research from readily
available sources was required to provide the baseline background for each area as presented
below. This typically entailed a review of historic maps, online historical sources such as
www.coventry-walks.org.uk, printed sources and the use of professional judgement using
photographs and notes from the site visit.

4.2

NAULS MILL CONSERVATION AREA

4.2.1.

Nauls (or Naul’s) Mill Conservation Area is ‘an Edwardian creation on the site of the ancient Nauls or
Abbotts Mill.’ The medieval Nauls Mill and its pool ‘were cleared away to create the park, and its hilly
nature, create a highly distinctive character.’ Nauls Mill Park opened in 1908. Its boating lake and
many original trees still survive (Spon End and Nauls Mill Area of Local Distinctiveness 2003, 36–
37).

4.2.2.

The character and appearance of the conservation area is defined by the location of Holyhead Road
(Figures 10 to 12), constructed in 1827–30 as part of Thomas Telford’s scheme of road
improvements (Ibid, 9). The road helps to define the character and appearance of the conservation
area:
A very busy road, laid out in 1830 by Thomas Telford as part of his great London to
Holyhead road improvement, as evidenced by the shallow cutting made to reduce the
gradient up the hill from the city of Coventry. The road, however, was only built up in the late
Victorian period, with a mixture of small, medium and large terraced and detached houses
for the middle classes. Much is now in commercial use with some redevelopment, notably
the grossly out of scale and character 1960s hotel. The road is narrow for the level of activity
it carries. This gives it a lively, bustling character in striking contrast to the neighbouring quiet
residential streets. (Ibid, 28).

4.2.3.

Distinctive features of the conservation area along Holyhead Road include red sandstone walls ‘as
Telford’s cutting took the new high speed coaching road across the hill crest’ as well as ‘some
elaborate mid-Victorian villas elevated above the road’ (Ibid, 29).

4.2.4.

The conservation area is also characterised by the buildings connected to Bablake School and the
Victorian terraces and houses of Middleborough Road, described as ‘a quiet, tree-lined street with a
variety of late Victorian terraces and villas behind well-vegetated front gardens’ (Ibid, 37). Houses
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around the park are made up of red brick cottages. Those further from the park tend to be larger and
detached:
The trees and generally well-kept gardens give the street a very pleasant, village-like feel.
The effect is somewhat diminished by the presence of the Naul’s Mill House flats tower (Ibid,
37).
4.2.5.

There are two designated heritage assets located within the conservation area. These are the Grade
II listed Roman Catholic Church of St Osburg (NHLE ref: 1342912) and the Grade II listed Coventry
Synagogue and Rabbi’s House (NHLE ref: 1393332).

4.2.6.

The conservation area also contains several locally listed buildings. These include 90, 92 and 103
Holyhead Road, and St Osburg’s Priory (Presbytery) and School (part).

4.2.7.

The Nauls Mill Conservation Area is on Historic England’s Heritage at Risk Register. Its condition is
Poor and its Vulnerability is classified as low. Its trend is classified as Deteriorating
(https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/heritage-at-risk/search-register/list-entry/4192).

4.3

CHAPELFIELDS CONSERVATION AREA

4.3.1.

Chapelfields Conservation Area is an old watch making district, located c 2.4km west of the city
centre. The conservation area has an urban character and appearance ‘of terraced houses with a
mixture of small shops and commercial premises.’ The area was originally an extension of the watch
making area centred on Spon End: ‘The houses were designed to function both as dwellings and
workplaces which, combined with the restrained style of building, represents an area unique in
Coventry’ (https://www.coventry-walks.org.uk/conservation-areas/chapelfields.html).

4.3.2.

The conservation area was designated to ensure that the houses located within it ‘were retained and
renovated’ (https://www.coventry-walks.org.uk/conservation-areas/chapelfields.html).

4.3.3.

There are two designated heritage assets located within the conservation area. These are the Grade
II listed 23 Allesley Old Road (NHLE ref: 1076655) and the Grade II listed 25–29 Allesley Old Road
(NHLE ref: 1076656). Both are watchmakers’ houses and workshops dating to the mid-19th century.

4.4

KENILWORTH ROAD CONSERVATION AREA

4.4.1.

The Kenilworth Road Conservation is described in the control plan as ‘one of the most attractive
entrances to any city in the country. It has a heavily landscaped and well-wooded character and also
includes the ancient Styvechale Common and the more recent War Memorial Park’ (Kenilworth
Road Control Plan, 2001, pp.1).

4.4.2.

The conservation area extends from the city boundary south of Gibbet Hill Road in a north-easterly
direction for around 4.8km. The Conservation Area ‘lies astride the Kenilworth Road and is defined
by the adjoining tree belts and residential properties.’ Behind the tree belts the residential properties
are characterised by large detached houses with large gardens. The asset is also characterised by
the landscape environments of Styvechall or Stivichall Common, the War Memorial Park, The Grove
and Top Green (https://www.coventry-walks.org.uk/conservation-areas/kenilworth-road.html).

4.4.3.

A number of adjoining areas have been included within the conservation area, in addition to the
Kenilworth Road axis:
¡ Cryfield Grange Road and Stoneleigh Road/Gibbet Hill Road: characterised by large houses with
gardens.
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¡ Canley Ford: characterised by mature hedges, trees, spinneys and earth banks on either side of
the lane.
¡ Coat of Arms Bridge Road and Stivichall Hamlet: to the east of Kenilworth Road and contains
several old cottages, an animal pound and an early railway bridge. Stivichall Common extends
as far as the hamlet.
4.4.4.

Extensions to the Conservation Area boundaries were made in 1978 to include the War Memorial
Park, west side of Davenport Road and King Henry VIII School (https://www.coventrywalks.org.uk/conservation-areas/kenilworth-road.html).

4.4.5.

The conservation area contains a number of designated heritage assets, including Grade II* and
Grade II listed buildings, a scheduled monument and a registered park and garden.

4.5

GREYFRIARS GREEN CONSERVATION AREA

4.5.1.

Greyfriars Green Conservation Area is located in the southern central area of the city ‘comprising an
attractive and actively used area of open space and two distinct terraces of buildings.’ The
conservation area boundaries were extended in 1977 to take into account Stage 6 of the Inner Ring
Road (https://www.coventry-walks.org.uk/conservation-areas/greyfriars-green.html). The terraces of
villas are described by Pevsner as ‘a good assembly’ (Pevsner 2000, 274).

4.5.2.

In the 19th century, Coventry Barracks was located to the north of the conservation area. The
Ordnance Survey 3rd edition maps show that by 1914 the Meteor Motor & Cycle Works had been
built immediately north of Warwick Row Following damage in the Second World War, the works
were cleared away. The conservation area remained largely unchanged until the construction of
Ringway Queens (Figures 17 to 20). The construction of Ringway Queens in the late-20th century
saw the removal of Queen Street and its replacement with the current ringroad. The conservation
area is located within the ringroad.

4.5.3.

Greyfriars Green is triangular in shape and is characterised by mature trees and planting. On the
western side is a row of early-19th century stucco fronted houses. Some now have modern shop
fronts, reflecting the conservation area’s commercial and leisure offers. These form a group as Nos.
23 to 29 Warwick Row and are all separately listed at Grade II. The terrace was listed in 1974. No.
29 Warwick Row is of particular interest as the novelist Mary Anne Evans (known by her pen name,
George Eliot) attended school here in 1833–35 (https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1076581).

4.5.4.

To the north of Greyfriars Road is a late-18th century row of red brick houses of three storeys, some
also with modern shop fronts. Nos. 10 to 16 Warwick Row are all separately listed at Grade II. The
terrace was listed in 1974. No. 17 Warwick Row is locally listed. To the north of this terrace is the
Grade II listed Warwick Row United Reformed Church (NHLE ref: 1325988) built 1889–91 and
altered in the late-20th century (https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1325988). The
Grade II listed 6 and 7 Warwick Row (NHLE ref: 1076576) and the Grade II listed 5 Warwick Row
(NHLE ref: 1976575) date to the late-18th century and early-19th century respectively.

4.5.5.

On the eastern side of Greyfriars Green is The Quadrant – a curved mid-19th century terrace. It
consists of six individual heritage assets, all listed at Grade II. Although most of these houses are no
longer in use as houses, their main elevations have survived largely intact. A pair of K6 telephone
kiosks are located at the Quadrant (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1226787).
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4.5.6.

A late-19th century statue of James Styles is located in front of No. 29 Warwick Row. It
commemorates the inventor of the bicycle. The statue is not designated and is not on the council’s
local list. The conservation area also accommodates the relocated statue of Bucephalus (locally
called ‘Trigger’).

4.5.7.

Although located outside of the conservation area boundary, the Greyfriars Green Conservation
area has a strong visual and historic relationship to the Grade II listed Baptist Chapel (NHLE ref:
1335851). Constructed in 1884, its tower is particularly prominent. However, the ringroad has
effectively severed the church from assets in Greyfriars Green.

4.6

SPON STREET CONSERVATION AREA

4.6.1.

Spon Street was originally linked to dyers and tanners, but by the 19th century that changed as ‘the
balance had shifted away from the cloth and leather trades to watchmaking. At the 1851 census, the
Spon district was given over almost exclusively to one or other of the watchmaker’s craft’
(https://www.coventry-walks.org.uk/conservation-areas/spon-street.html). The street remained
largely unchanged over the course of the next one hundred years (Figures 13 to 14).

4.6.2.

In the early-nineteenth century, Spon Street was one of six streets in the city that was turnpiked.
Pressure on the street ‘was relieved by the construction of Holyhead Road by Telford between
1827–30’ (Spon End and Nauls Mill Area of Local Distinctiveness 2003, 9).

4.6.3.

Spon Street escaped major damage during World War Two. However, in the 1950s and 1960s ‘the
area saw extensive destruction and redevelopment. Medieval and Victorian buildings to the south of
Upper Spon Street/Spon End as well as some to the north were demolished (Ibid, 8) (Figures 15 to
16). The exception was ‘a small part of Spon Street within the ringroad’ which was ‘retained and
restored’ (Ibid, 8).

4.6.4.

Although the ringroad cut Spon Street in half, what survived meant Spon Street was ‘so special and
implicit to Coventry’s […] heritage.’ It is this which led to the street becoming a notable landmark ‘so
much so that the last thirty years have seen a project which involves moving all other timberconstruction houses from various spots around Coventry (such as Much Park Street) to where they
now stand’ (http://www.bbc.co.uk/coventry/features/local-history/spon-street/brief-history-of-sponstreet.shtml).

4.6.5.

Soon after the Spon Street Conservation Area was declared in 1969, No. 169 became the first
building to be restored. Shortly afterwards, the first relocation of a timber-framed building, No. 9
Spon Street (formerly No. 7 Much Park Street), was completed in 1972. Twelve further buildings on
Spon Street were restored and ten moved from other sites in the city. The result is that Spon Street
‘contains one of the most important groups of medieval timber-framed buildings in the country’
(https://www.coventry-walks.org.uk/conservation-areas/spon-street.html). Nine of the timber-framed
buildings are described by Pevsner as ‘of the Wealden type with a central hall and wings only
projecting on the first floor (by an overhang) and with a roof over the whole’ (Pevsner 2000, 275).

4.6.6.

There are a number of individual designated heritage assets located within the conservation area.
There is the Grade I listed Church of St John the Baptist (NHLE ref: 1342889) located on Fleet
Street (listed in 1955 and amended in 2019). Built of red sandstone, the church was constructed
from the mid-14th century to the mid-15th century. However, the church was notably restored in
from 1877 by Giles Gilbert Scott, who also added flying buttresses and crenelated parapets
(Pevsner, 261–2 and https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1342889).
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4.6.7.

There are 17 Grade II listed buildings located on Spon Street itself (https://www.coventrywalks.org.uk/conservation-areas/spon-street.html):
¡ 159–162 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1086955): dated to the early to mid-15th
century. Restored 1984–85.
¡ 163 and 164 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1226783): dated to the early-15th century.
Dismantled and rebuilt on Spon Street in 1974.
¡ 166 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1076604): dated to the early-15th century. Restored
1976–78.
¡ 167 and 168 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1076605): dated to the 15th or 16th century
(No. 167) and early-15th century (No. 168) possibly dates to early-16th century). Restored 1980–
81.
¡ 169 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1096851): dated to the 14th century. Restored 1969–
70.
¡ 27 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1086965): dates from the 18th century.
¡ Old Windmill Inn (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1342948): dated to possibly early-16th century.
¡ 171 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1342910): dated to either the late-15th or early-16th
century.
¡ 172 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1076606): dated to the late-15th or early-16th
century.
¡ 16A and 17 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1087016): probably 17th century.
¡ 16 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1226782): probably early-18th century. Reconstructed
on site by 1974.
¡ 14 and 15 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1076602): dated to mid to late-15th century.
Restored 1977 and 1985.
¡ 11 and 12 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1342947): mid-14th century.
¡ 10 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1087008): early-15th century.
¡ 9 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1076601): formerly 7 Much Park Street. Dated to late15th or early-16th century. Reconstructed on Spon Street in 1971–72.
¡ 188–190 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1104920): late-18th or early-19th century.

4.7

ASSETS ON SPON END

4.7.1.

Spon End ‘is one of the oldest surviving residential areas in Coventry (Spon End and Nauls Mill Area
of Local Distinctiveness 2003, 8). There are five designated heritage assets located on Spon End
and Upper Spon Street. These assets are:
¡ 97–100 Spon End (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1342946): medieval house, early-19th century
front.
¡ 107–110 Spon End (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1335864): altered house, probably dating to early17th century.
¡ 111–116 Spon End (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1076600): probably dates to early-17th century
¡ Spon Bridge (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1076603): originally dates from the early-13th century
and rebuilt in late-18th century.
¡ Chapel of St James and St Christopher (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1342909): disused 15th
century chapel.
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4.8

MEDIEVAL STONE BUILDING AND WHITEFRIARS GATE, 36–37 MUCH
PARK STREET

4.8.1.

Medieval Sone Building is a rectangular unroofed sandstone building with three surviving walls. It is
believed to date to either the late-13th century or early-14th century. It was listed at Grade II* in
1955 and amended in 1974 (NHLE ref: 1342921).

4.8.2.

Whitefriars Gate, 36–37 Much Park Street, is a surviving element of the former Carmelite Friary. It
probably dates to the mid or late-14th century (. The building survived the Dissolution and passed
through several owners in its subsequent history. It later became commercial premises and until
recently accommodated a toy museum ((https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1087114).

4.8.3.

In the mid-16th century, following the Dissolution, the building when through several phases of
alteration. It was converted to two dwellings, possibly as early as the 16th or 17th century, while the
southern brick wall is probably of 19th century construction. The timber-framed northern wall
possibly dates to the building’s conversion to two dwellings. An attic floor was also added, possibly
in the 18th century. The building was renovated in the 1960s when parts of the external masonry
was replaced. The rear range is likely to date to either the late-17th or early-18th century
(https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1087114).

4.8.4.

Whitefriars Gate was listed at Grade II* (NHLE ref: 1087114) in 1955. The asset is currently on
Historic England’s Heritage at Risk Register. The building remains vacant and is ‘slowly
deteriorating.’ Threats to the building are heritage crime and requirements for repairs to the masonry
and to defective floor timbers above the archway. There are current proposals to convert the asset
for use as holiday accommodation. The building’s condition is classed as Poor and its Priority is C
Slow decay no solution agreed (https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/heritage-at-risk/searchregister/list-entry/98047).

4.9

THE ALVIS BRIDGE, HOLYHEAD ROAD

4.9.1.

Located on Holyhead Road, the bridge probably dates to the 1850s. The bridge has stone
abutments and piers and a cast iron span. There are areas of repairs carried out in engineering brick
((https://www.coventry.gov.uk/directory_record/30730/alvis_railway_bridge).

4.9.2.

The bridge was added to the local list in September 2003 (Ibid).
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5

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

5.1

SCOPING

5.1.1.

Following Step 1 of the settings guidance, some heritage assets have been scoped out of the
assessment as they would not be affected at all by the proposed development, in terms of material
changes to their setting. This is based on the distance of the asset from the monitoring site; the
asset’s location, scale and orientation, and the nature, extent and scale of intervening built form,
vegetation and topography between asset and the monitoring site.
Table 5-1- Setting of designated assets: assets scoped out
NHLE ref:

Name

Rationale for exclusion

Kenilworth Road
Conservation Area

Phase 1 of the proposed scheme includes the installation of
an integrated tilt-over mast and integrated cabinet on the A45
road, 300m west of the western boundary of the conservation
area. There would be no physical impacts to the conservation
area itself.
Existing vegetation and road infrastructure means that the
proposed scheme is unlikely to be visually intrusive in views
out from the boundary of the conservation area towards the
monitoring site.
The relationship of individual designated heritage assets
within the conservation area to each other would not be
impacted.
The asset would not be affected at all by the proposed
scheme in terms of material changes to its setting.

Baptist Church (listed
Grade II)

Located to the west of the Inner Ringway Queens, the church
has an important historic and visual relationship with the
Greyfriars Green Conservation Area, despite the visual
intrusion of the road infrastructure.
The asset’s proximity to the Ringway Queens means that
traffic noise is very prominent in the setting.
Existing road infrastructure means that the proposed scheme
would not impact on how the asset is currently experienced.
It would not impact on the Baptist Church’s visual and historic
relationship to Greyfriars Green Conservation Area.
The asset would not be affected at all by the proposed
scheme in terms of material changes to its setting.

Assets on Spon End:
1342946
1335864
1076600
1076603
1342909

97–100 Spon End (listed
Grade II)
107–110 Spon End
(listed Grade II)
111–116 Spon End
(listed Grade II)

The setting of the designated heritage assets is defined and
experienced by their visual and historic relationship to one
other and by their location on Upper Spon Street and Spon
End.
Traffic is visually prominent in the asset’s setting as is traffic
noise as is the nearby late-20th century
The proposed scheme would utilise existing road
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NHLE ref:

Name
Spon Bridge (listed
Grade II)
Chapel of St James and
St Christopher (listed
Grade II)

Rationale for exclusion
infrastructure while the addition of stand-alone cabinets
would not be visually intrusive. It would not impact on how
the assets are currently experienced, including on the historic
and visual relationships of the assets to each other or to their
wider location.
The assets would not be affected at all by the proposed
scheme in terms of material changes to its setting.

5.2

NAULS MILL CONSERVATION AREA

5.2.1.

The character and appearance of Nauls Mill Conservation Area is dominated by the its early-20th
century park and the location of the early-19th century Holyhead Road, constructed in 1827–30.

5.2.2.

Its historic and architectural interest lies in the late-19th and early-20th century residential
development and its red sandstone walls along Holyhead Road (plates 1 and 2). This late-19th
century residential development grew up to either side of Holyhead Road, while the streets leading
off it are characterised by terraces of late-19th and early-20th century developments.

Plates 1 and 2: late-19th century development along Holyhead Road. Plate 1 shows the Days Hotel
Coventry. Plate 2 shows detail of the sandstone wall which runs along Holyhead Road.

5.2.3.

The two designated heritage assets within the conservation area are both places of worship: these
are the Grade II listed Roman Catholic Church of St Osburg and the Grade II listed Coventry
Synagogue and Rabbi’s House (plate 3). The conservation area also contains locally listed
buildings, including 90, 92 and 103 Holyhead Road, and St Osburg’s Priory (Presbytery) and
School.
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Plate 3 and 4: Grade II listed Coventry Synagogue and Rabbi’s House and views looking west along
Holyhead Road. The Days Hotel is visually intrusive.

5.2.4.

At the junction with Holyhead Road and Barras Lane, the late-20th century Days Hotel Coventry is
notably out of place in terms of height and architectural style and notably detracts from character
and appearance of the conservation area (plate 4).

5.2.5.

As a conservation area, Nauls Mill Conservation Area is a heritage asset of medium significance.

5.2.6.

The setting of the conservation area is characterised by the visual impact and noise from the heavy
traffic along Holyhead Road and that from the A4053 Ringway Rudge. The ringroad immediately to
the east of the conservation area’s eastern boundary dominates the setting of the conservation area.
High rise buildings within Coventry city centre are visually intrusive in long views looking east along
Holyhead Road. To the west of the conservation area, the asset’s setting is characterised late-19th
and late-20th century residential and development and by the locally listed Alvis Bridge. The Great
Meeting House, Unitarian Church is also prominent in the setting. Setting makes a low contribution
to the significance of the conservation area.

5.3

CHAPELFIELDS CONSERVATION AREA

5.3.1.

Chapelfields Conservation Area is characterised by its urban streetscape which reflects its status as
a former watch making district. Surviving workshops can still be seen within the conservation area.
The urban development of the area took place from the 1840s and by 1849 ‘Chapelfields was an
established area of watchmaking, although still surrounded by urban countryside.’ Its prosperity
began to decline in the 1890s (https://www.coventry-walks.org.uk/conservationareas/chapelfields.html).

5.3.2.

There are designated heritage assets located within the conservation area. The Grade II listed No.
23 Allesley Old Road is a master watchmaker’s house dating to around 1846 (NHLE ref: 1076655).
It was listed in 1974 (https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1076655). The second
heritage asset is the Grade II listed Nos. 25–29 Allesley Old Road, which also probably dates to
around 1846 (NHLE ref: 1076656). Nos. 23-29 (odd) form a group. The asset was listed in 1974.
(https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1076656).
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5.3.3.

As a conservation area, Chapelfields Conservation Area is a heritage asset of medium
significance.

5.3.4.

The setting of the Chapelfields Conservation Area is defined and experienced by the surviving
watchmakers’ workshops and by the location of Spon Street and Allesley Old Road, as well as the
relationship of Nos. 23 and 25–29 Allesley Old Road to each other and to the wider conservation
area (plates 5 and 6). Traffic noise and later urban development is an important part of the asset’s
setting. Setting makes a low contribution to the significance of the conservation area.

Plates 5 and 6: Chapelfields Conservation Area. Plate 5 is viewed looking west along Allesley Old
Road and plate 6 looking east along the road. The Grade II listed Nos. 23 and Nos. 25-29 Allesley
Old Road are shown in this photograph.

5.4

GREYFRIARS GREEN CONSERVATION AREA

5.4.1.

Greyfriars Green Conservation Area is characterised by its green and the surrounding series of
terraces, many of which are individually listed. dating from the late-18th century and early-19th
century terraces along Warwick Row and the mid-19th century at The Quadrant (plates 7 and 8).

5.4.2.

A notable feature within the conservation area is the late-19th century statue of James Starley, a
pioneer in the manufacture of cycles (plate 7). The statues are not listed and are not included on the
local list. The black horse statue, known locally as ‘Trigger’, created in 1985, was moved to
Greyfriars Green in 2018 (https://www.coventrytelegraph.net/news/return-trigger-greyfriars-green14260609).
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Plates 7 and 8: Greyfriars Green Conservation Area. Plate 7 shows the Grade II listed No. 29
Warwick Row and the James Starley statue viewed looking north. Plate 8 shows Nos. 23 to 29
Warwick Row looking east. The assets are individually listed at Grade II.

5.4.3.

The conservation area derives its historic and architectural interest from its green and surrounding
villas which forms an attractive group and provides an immediate contrast from the post-war
developments around Coventry Station. It survives in good condition and is a strong reminder of
Coventry’s 18th and 19th century history. Recent urban realm improvements have created a
pedestrian promenade and improved the setting of Warwick Row and the James Starley statue.

5.4.4.

As a conservation area, Greyfriars Green Conservation Area is a heritage asset of medium
significance.

5.4.5.

The setting of the conservation area is defined and experienced by the relationship of the
designated heritage assets to each other, to Greyfriars Green and to the statues of James Starley
and Bucephalus (locally called ‘Trigger’).

5.4.6.

Late-20th century and 21st century development is prominent around the conservation area
boundary. Queens is visually intrusive, located immediately adjacent to the conservation area’s
western boundary. Traffic noise is also prominent in the asset’s setting. However, the raised ring
road has allowed for soft landscaping that has, to a certain extent, mitigated the impacts of the
ringroad. The tall lighting masts are also visually prominent (plate 9).
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Plates 9 and 10: Greyfriars Green Conservation Area. Plate 9 is taken looking west towards the
ringroad. One of the tall lighting masts can be viewed in the background. Plate 10 shows the Grade
II listed Baptist Church. The ringroad is visually intrusive at the western boundary of the
conservation area. Traffic noise is also prominent in the asset’s setting.

5.4.7.

The conservation area has an important historic and visual relationship to the Grade II listed Baptist
Church (plate 10).

5.4.8.

Setting makes a low contribution to the significance of the conservation area.

5.5

SPON STREET CONSERVATION AREA

5.5.1.

The Spon Street Conservation Area is characterised by its location within the Ringroad. The Grade I
listed Church of St John the Baptist is the most prominent landmark within the conservation area. Its
historic and architectural interest is also defined by its timber-framed buildings, which consist of 17
individual Grade II listed buildings along Spon Street – some of which have been restored in situ,
while others were relocated from other parts of the city (plates 11 and 12).

Plates 11 and 12: Spon Street Conservation Area. Plate 11 shows the Grade I listed Church of St
John the Baptist viewed looking east. Plate 12 shows timber-framed buildings looking west along
Spon Street.
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5.5.2.

As a conservation area, Spon Street Conservation Area is a heritage asset of medium
significance.

5.5.3.

The setting of the conservation area is defined and experienced by the visual and historic
relationship of the listed buildings to each other and to the conservation area. The visual relationship
of the Grade I listed church to other designated heritage assets within the conservation area is
particularly significant.

5.5.4.

Spon Street is a self-contained conservation area. Late-20th century development, including
Ringway Rudge (which effectively cut Spon Street in half) is prominent in views looking west along
Spon Street. However, views out towards Ringway Rudge and other late-20th century development
does not significantly contribute to the significance of the conservation area. Views looking east
along Spon Street contributes to the significance of the conservation area, although late-20th
century development is also prominent in long views (plates 13 and 14). Traffic noise is prominent
at the western boundary of the conservation area.

5.5.5.

Setting makes a medium contribution to the significance of the conservation area.

Plates 13 and 14: Spon Street Conservation Area. Plate 13 looks west beyond the conservation
area boundary towards Ringway Rudge. Plate 14 looks back from the conservation area boundary
looking east. Late-20th century development is visually prominent in both directions.

5.6

MEDIEVAL STONE BUILDING AND WHITEFRIARS GATE, 36–37 MUCH
PARK STREET

5.6.1.

The Grade II* listed Medieval Stone Building and the Grade II* listed Whitefriars Gate are located on
Much Park Street. Both assets are of high historic interest as surviving elements of Coventry’s
medieval history (plates 15 and 16).

5.6.2.

Whitefriars Gate is a particular reminder of the city’s pre-Dissolution history, as part of the Carmelite
foundation. Its historic and artistic interest is also evident in its several phases of redevelopment,
reflecting the varied uses of the building following the Dissolution.
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5.6.3.

As Grade II* listed buildings. Medieval Stone Building and Whitefriars Gate are heritage assets of
high significance.

Plates 15 and 16: assets on Much Park Street. Plate 15 shows the Grade II* Medieval Stone
Building. Plate 16 shows the main elevation of the Grade II* Whitefriars Gate, 36–37 Much Park
Street.

5.6.4.

The setting of Medieval Stone Building and Whitefriars Gate is defined and experienced by their
location on Much Park Street as well as by their visual and historic relationship to each other.

5.6.5.

The setting of the assets is also defined by late-20th century development, notably the Ringway St
John’s, commercial premises and part of the Coventry University campus. Traffic noise is
particularly prominent in the setting of Whitefriars Gate as is 21st century development at Coventry
University (plates 17 and 18).

5.6.6.

Setting makes a medium contribution to significance.

Plates 17 and 18: setting of assets on Much Park Street. Late-20th century and 21st century
developments at Coventry University are prominent in the settings of both assets.
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6

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

6.1

PROPOSALS
INTRODUCTION

6.1.1.

The infrastructure comprises a series of digital monitoring stations designed to communicate with
the autonomous vehicles. The monitoring stations would comprise cameras that would be either
attached to existing infrastructure, such as lighting columns and traffic signals as highways signage
or would be affixed to a new supporting structure.

6.1.2.

Each station will be connected into existing electricity supplies with trenching works to lay new
connecting cables as required. Cabinets would be required at all existing monitoring sites in
Coventry. The proposed works comprise the introduction of new infrastructure for the CAV Testbed.

6.1.3.

The stand-alone cabinets will have the following dimensions: 1100mm high x 660m width x 280mm
depth. The colour and finish is to be confirmed.

6.1.4.

Note that while the monitoring stations and equipment would be potentially temporary and reversible
at the end of the testing, for the purposes of this assessment the infrastructure is assumed to be
permanent.

NAULS MILL CONSERVATION AREA
6.1.5.

Three monitoring sites (16, 17 and 19) are included within the Nauls Mill Conservation Area, located
on the A4114 Holyhead Road (Figure 5). At each location, a stand-alone cabinet would be required.
Cameras would be affixed to existing lighting columns and no new columns or masts would be
required within the conservation area.

6.1.6.

At monitoring site 20 an integrated tilt-over mast and integrated cabinet would be constructed 20m
east of the eastern boundary of the conservation area at the junction of the Ringway Hill Cross /
Ringway Rudge and the A4114 Holyhead Road (see Figure 5).

6.1.7.

The nearest individual designated heritage asset to the proposed scheme is the Grade II listed
Coventry Synagogue and Rabbi’s House (NHLE ref: 1393332). This is located 35m south of the
A4114 Holyhead Road and is one of two designated heritage assets located within the conservation
area.

CHAPELFIELDS CONSERVATION AREA
6.1.8.

One monitoring site (31) is located within the conservation area. Two monitoring sites (30 and 32)
would be located outside of the conservation area. The three monitoring sites would utilise existing
columns, but would require the construction of a stand-alone cabinet at each location (Figure 4).

6.1.9.

Monitoring site 31 is located just inside the north-eastern boundary of the conservation area. It is
70m to the east of the nearest listed building, No. 23 Allesley Old Road and 110m to the east of
Nos. 25–29 Allesley Old Road.

6.1.10. Monitoring site 30 is located 55m north-west of the conservation area’s north-western boundary and
monitoring site 32 is located 65m north-east of the conservation area’s north-eastern boundary.
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KENILWORTH ROAD CONSERVATION AREA
6.1.11. An integrated tilt-over mast and integrated cabinet would be constructed at monitoring site 110, on
the A45 road, 300m west of the western boundary of the conservation area (Figure 2).

GREYFRIARS GREEN CONSERVATION AREA
6.1.12. An integrated tilt mast and integrated cabinet would be constructed at monitoring site 47, located
10m from the south-western boundary of the conservation area on Queen Victoria Road. Cameras
would be installed at the existing gantry (with no stand-alone cabinet) at monitoring site 48 on the
A4053 Ringway Queens, located c 21m from the western boundary of the conservation area (Figure
3).
6.1.13. The proposed tilt mast and integrated cabinet at monitoring site 47 is located 60m from the end of
an early-19th century terrace located 35m from the western boundary of the conservation area. The
terrace consists of the following designated heritage assets:
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡

29 Warwick Row (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1076581)
28 Warwick Row (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1106339)
27 Warwick Row (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1342938)
26 Warwick Row (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1076580)
25 Warwick Row (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1106369)
24 Warwick Row (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1342937)
23 Warwick Row (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1106366)

6.1.14. A statue of James Starley, a noted pioneer in the manufacture of bicycles, is located 35m from the
western boundary of the conservation areas. It is not designated and is not on Coventry City
Council’s local list.
6.1.15. The Grade II listed Baptist Chapel (NHLE ref: 1335851) is located to the west of the conservation
area, on the western side of the A4053 Ringway Queens 45m west from monitoring site 47 and 30m
west from monitoring site 48.

SPON STREET CONSERVATION AREA
6.1.16. Monitoring site 46 is located 25m from the western boundary of Spon Street Conservation Area
(Figure 6). Cameras would be installed at the existing gantry at this location. There are a number of
individual designated heritage assets within the conservation area. Many are located along Spon
Street and Fleet Street. These consist of:
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡

Church of St John the Baptist (listed Grade I, NHLE ref: 1342889)
Coventry City Walls (scheduled monument, NHLE ref: 1002979)
188–190 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1104920)
159–162 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1086955)
163 and 164 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1226783)
166 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1076604)
167 and 168 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1076605)
169 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1096851)
27 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1086965)
Old Windmill Inn (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1342948)
171 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1342910)
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¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡

171 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 12342910)
172 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1076606)
16A and 17 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1087016)
16 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1226782)
14 and 15 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1076602)
11 and 12 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1342947)
10 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1087008)
9 Spon Street (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1076601)

6.1.17. There are also two locally listed buildings located on Spon Street: Court Number 7 and (20&) 21
Spon Street.
6.1.18. The nearest individual designated heritage asset, 159–162 Spon Street, is located c 38m east of the
monitoring site.
6.1.19. Monitoring site 20, on the junction of the A4114 Holyhead Road and the Ringway Rudge and
Ringway Hill Cross, is located 55m north-west of the Grade II listed 25–29 (Odd) Lower Holyhead
Road (NHLE ref: 1076626). The terrace also includes the Grade II listed 13–23 (Odd) Lower
Holyhead Road (NHLE ref: 1226784). Monitoring site 20 consists of an integrated tilt-over mast and
integrated cabinet.

ASSETS AT SPON END
6.1.20. Monitoring site 33 is located 40m to the south of the nearest designated heritage asset, 111–116
Spon End (Figure 7). Monitoring site 33 and monitoring site 34 would utilise existing lighting
columns but each location would require a stand-alone cabinet. The assets at Spon End consist of
the following:
¡
¡
¡
¡
¡

Spon Bridge (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1076603)
111–116 Spon End (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1076600)
107–110 Spon End (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1335864)
97–100 Spon End (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1342946)
Chapel of St James and St Christopher (listed Grade II, NHLE ref: 1342909)

MEDIEVAL STONE BUILDING WHITEFRIARS GATE, 36–37 MUCH PARK STREET
6.1.21. Medieval Stone Building (Listed Grade II*, NHLE ref: 1342921) and Whitefriars Gate, 36–37 Much
Park Street (listed Grade II*, NHLE ref: 1087114) are located on Much Park Street. They are located
95m and 25m north of monitoring site 52 (Figure 8).
6.1.22. The proposed scheme requires the construction of an integrated tilt over-mast and an integrated
cabinet at this location.

THE ALVIS RAILWAY BRIDGE, HOLYHEAD ROAD
6.1.23. The locally listed Alvis Railway Bridge is located on Holyhead Road. Monitoring site 13 is 85m west
of the railway bridge and monitoring site 14 is 45m to the east of the railway bridge (Figure 9).
Monitoring site 13 would require a new integrated tilt-over mast and integrated cabinet and
monitoring site 14 would utilise an existing lighting column and would only require the construction of
a stand-alone cabinet.
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6.1.24. Monitoring site 12 only requires the construction of a stand-alone cabinet. This is located 175m west
of the railway bridge. The existing lighting column would be utilised.

6.2

IMPACT ASSESSMENT
NAULS MILL CONSERVATION AREA

6.2.1.

Nauls Mill Conservation Area is a heritage asset of medium significance. Setting makes a low
contribution to the asset’s significance.

6.2.2.

The proposed scheme would result in the installation of three stand-alone cabinets along Holyhead
Road. The proposed scheme would not require the construction of any additional masts or columns
in the conservation area. The stand-alone cabinets would add a new element of street furniture to
the conservation area. However, they would only have a small visual impact on the overall
streetscape of Holyhead Road. They would not have an impact upon the character and appearance
of the conservation area.

6.2.3.

The stand-alone cabinets would not affect the setting of designated heritage assets within the
conservation area, notably the Grade II listed Synagogue and Rabbi’s House. It would also not
affect the setting of locally listed buildings or the wider setting of the conservation area, for example
on its visual relationship to the Alvis Bridge.

6.2.4.

The proposed scheme would not result in harm to the character and appearance of the Nauls Mill
Conservation Area.

CHAPELFIELDS CONSERVATION AREA
6.2.5.

Chapelfields Conservation Area is a heritage asset of medium significance. Setting makes a low
contribution to significance.

6.2.6.

The conservation area is defined and experienced by the surviving watchmakers’ workshops,
nineteenth-century streetscape and by the location of Spon Street and Allesley Old Road. Traffic
noise is also prominent in the setting as is later twentieth-century urban development.

6.2.7.

The proposed scheme would utilise existing road infrastructure and would only require the addition
of three stand-alone cabinets. Monitoring site 31 would be located near to an existing stand-alone
cabinet.

6.2.8.

The proposed scheme would not impact on the close visual and historic relationship of the two
designated heritage assets – Nos. 23 Allesley Old Road (listed Grade II) and Nos. 25–29 Allesley
Old Road (listed Grade II). It would also not impact on the relationship of the listed buildings to the
wider conservation area, or on the nineteenth-century streetscape which is characteristic of the
Chapelfields Conservation Area

6.2.9.

The proposed scheme would not result in harm to the character and appearance of the
Chapelfields Conservation Area.

GREYFRIARS GREEN CONSERVATION AREA
6.2.10. Greyfriars Green Conservation Area is a heritage asset of medium significance. Setting makes a low
contribution to significance.
6.2.11. The proposed scheme would require the construction of an integrated tilt mast and integrated
cabinet 10m from the south-western boundary of the conservation area on Queen Victoria Road.
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Site 48 would require the installation of cameras on the existing gantry on the A4053 Ringway
Queens, located 20m from the south-western boundary of the conservation area.
6.2.12. The tilt mast and gantry would be visually intrusive in views looking out from the south-western and
western boundary of the conservation area. The mast and gantry is likely to be visible in views
looking from the end of No. 29 Warwick Row towards the monitoring site. However, the proposed
scheme would not affect how Nos. 23 to 29 Warwick Row are defined and experienced, as there
would not be any impact on the terrace as a group. There would be some impact on views out from
the statue of James Starley towards the monitoring site. However, the proposed scheme would not
impact on the relationship of designated heritage assets to each other or to the statue of James
Starley (plates 19 and 20).

Plates 19 and 20: Greyfriars Green Conservation Area. Plate 19 looks south along Warwick Row.
Plate 20 is viewed looking towards the western boundary of the conservation area.

6.2.13. The proposed scheme would utilise existing infrastructure at monitoring site 48. There would be no
impact upon the visual and historic relationship to the Grade II listed Baptist Church and on the
setting of this designated heritage asset (plates 21 and 22).

Coventry City Council Conservation Areas
CONFIDENTIAL | WSP
Project No.: 70054251 | Our Ref No.: 7005425170054251_ITS_PL_066 TFWM DETAILED DESIGN AND
DELIVERY PLANNING STATEMENT SITE 001
November 2019
Transport for West Midlands (TfWM)
Page 32 of 36

Plates 21 and 22: Grade II listed Baptist Church. Plate 21 is viewed looking towards the north-west.
A lighting mast is already prominent in the asset’s setting. Plate 22 is viewed looking south-east
from the church towards the Greyfriars Green Conservation Area.

6.2.14. The proposed scheme would not impact on the nearest individual designated heritage assets, the
terrace at Nos. 23 to 29 Warwick Row. The relationship of the listed buildings in this terrace to each
other, to Greyfriars Green to other designated heritage assets in the conservation area and to the
statue of James Styles would not be impacted. Similarly, the relationship of other statutorily and
locally listed buildings located within the conservation area to each other would be unaffected by the
proposed scheme.
6.2.15. The proposed scheme would result in less than substantial harm to the Greyfriars Green
Conservation Area.
6.2.16. The proposed scheme would result in no harm to the Grade II listed Baptist Church.

SPON STREET CONSERVATION AREA
6.2.17. Spon Street Conservation Area is a heritage asset of medium significance. Setting makes a medium
contribution to significance.
6.2.18. The proposed scheme utilises the existing gantry across the Ringway Rudge located 25m from the
western boundary of the Spon Street Conservation Area. It would be visually prominent in views
looking out of the western boundary of the conservation area and would be visible in long views
looking west along Spon Street.
6.2.19. Late-20th century developments including the Ringway Rudge beyond the conservation area
boundary do not contribute to significance. Views looking west towards along Spon Street towards
the monitoring site do contribute to the asset’s significance (plate 23). Views looking east along
Spon Street also contribute to the conservation area’s significance (plate 24).
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Plates 23 and 24: Spon Street Conservation Area. Plate 23 is viewed looking west along Spon
Street. Plate 24 is viewed looking east from the western boundary of the conservation area.

6.2.20. The character and appearance of the conservation area abruptly changes at its western boundary.
Late-20th century development is visually intrusive beyond the conservation area boundary.
6.2.21. Views towards the monitoring site do not contribute to the significance of the conservation area or of
individual designated heritage assets located in Lower Holyhead Road.
6.2.22. The addition of cameras to the existing gantry across the Ringway Rudge would not impact on the
how individual designated heritage assets located along Spon Street and Fleet Street are currently
experienced. The visual and historic relationship between these assets would not be affected by the
proposed scheme.
6.2.23. The proposed scheme would result in no harm to the Spon Street Conservation Area.

MEDIEVAL STONE BUILDING AND WHITEFRIARS GATE, 36–37 MUCH PARK STREET
6.2.24. Medieval Stone Building and Whitefriars Gate are heritage assets of high significance. Setting
makes a medium contribution to significance.
6.2.25. The proposed scheme requires the construction of an integrated tilt over-mast and integrated
cabinet located 95m and 25m south of Medieval Stone Building and Whitefriars Gate respectively
6.2.26. The setting of both heritage assets is defined by their location on Much Park Street, their
relationship with each other and with developments dating from the late-20th century onwards. The
Ringroad and its associated traffic noise are prominent in the setting of both assets, but particularly
in the case of Whitefriars Gate.
6.2.27. The proposed scheme would not be visually intrusive in views from Medieval Stone Building towards
the monitoring site. It would not impact on the asset’s visual and historic relationship to Whitefriars
Gate.
6.2.28. The proposed scheme would add a further level of visual intrusion in views out from Whitefriars Gate
towards the monitoring site. However, the proposed scheme would not have an impact upon the
visual and historic relationship of Medieval Stone Building and Whitefriars Gate to each other
(plates 25 and 26).
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Plates 25 and 26: assets on Much Park Street. Plate 25 shows the long view looking south from
Medieval Stone Building. Plate 26 is viewed looking towards the ringroad from Whitefriars Gate
towards the monitoring site

6.2.29. The proposed scheme would result in no harm to Medieval Stone Building
6.2.30. The proposed scheme would result in less than substantial harm to Whitefriars Gate, 36–37 Much
Park Street.

THE ALVIS BRIDGE, HOLYHEAD ROAD
6.2.31. Alvis Bridge is a heritage asset of low significance. It is currently defined by its relationship to the
wider railway viaduct and to the Nauls Mill Conservation Area. Late-20th century and 21st century
developments are prominent in the asset’s setting. Traffic noise is also prominent in the asset’s
setting.
6.2.32. The proposed scheme would introduce a new layer of road furniture to the asset’s setting, notably
the integrated tilt-over mast at monitoring site 13. However, this would not affect how the asset is
currently experienced and would not impact on its relationships to the railway viaduct or Nauls Mill
Conservation Area.
6.2.33. The proposed scheme would result in no harm to the heritage asset.
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7

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1.1.

This Heritage Statement has been undertaken following the principles set out in the NPPF and in
line with relevant local and national guidance and best practice. This Heritage Statement has
assessed the impacts of the proposals on the Nauls Mill Conservation Area, the Chapelfields
Conservation Area, the Greyfriars Green Conservation Area, the Spon Street Conservation Area,
the Grade II* listed Medieval Stone Building, the Grade II* listed Whitefriars Gate and the locally
listed ‘Alvis’ Bridge.

7.1.2.

The proposed works have been developed in line with national and local policies on the historic
environment. They have been developed to minimise any potential harmful effects to the
significance of the asset through use of appropriate methodologies and specifications that meet the
requirements of good conservation practice, whilst achieving the required works.

7.1.3.

The table below summarises the heritage assets which are affected by the proposed scheme.
Table 4 – Impact on heritage assets
Heritage Asset

Significance

Impact of proposals

Greyfriars Green
Conservation Area

Medium
(Conservation
Area)

Impact to the setting of the conservation area at its western
boundary.

High (listed Grade
II*).

Impact to the setting of the heritage asset.

Whitefriars Gate, 36–
37 Much Park Street

Less than substantial harm.

Less than substantial harm.

7.1.4.

The proposed development would result in less than substantial harm to the significance of
Greyfriars Green Conservation Area and to the Grade II* listed Whitefriars Gate.

7.1.5.

Note that while the monitoring stations and equipment would be potentially temporary and
reversible, for the purposes of this assessment the infrastructure is assumed to be permanent.

7.1.6.

It is recommended that the necessary CAV Testbed infrastructure should be of a similar or
sympathetic design and colour to existing infrastructure to minimise impacts to the setting of
designated heritage assets identified in this report.

7.1.7.

NPPF paragraph 196 states that where a development results in less than substantial harm to the
significance of a designated heritage asset the local planning authority should weigh this harm
against the public benefits of the proposed development.
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