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1.

Introduction and Background

1.1

Aspect Ecology is acting on behalf of Lioncourt Strategic in respect of ecological matters at the
site, located north of Thompson’s Farm and west of Bennett’s Road North, Keresley.

1.2

The site is the subject of an existing planning application (Ref: OUT/2019/0484) for the erection
of up to 500 residential dwellings, including the demolition of Thompson’s Cottage and
associated buildings, which is currently under consideration by Coventry City Council. The
application has been informed by a range of ecological survey and assessment work, including
as set out within the submitted information (including Aspect Ecology’s previous report entitled
“Land north of Thompson’s Farm, Keresley: Ecological Baseline Assessment”, dated January
2019 (ref: 1001825 TFEBA vf), which forms Appendix 8.1 to the Ecology and Nature Conservation
chapter of the Environmental Statement submitted to inform the application.

1.3

As part of the previous work, specific survey work has been undertaken in regard to Great
Crested Newt, with no evidence recorded for the presence of this species during the surveys, as
set out within the submitted reports. However, as set out within the previously submitted
information, the presence of a previously unidentified pond (P6) was discovered during autumn
2018, within close proximity to the site (this pond being located within a private residential
dwelling and not being marked on available mapping of the area), whilst access was not available
to offsite pond P3 during the 2017 survey work to update the position at that time. Accordingly,
in line with the information set out within the submitted reports, additional eDNA survey work
has been undertaken of these two ponds during the suitable seasonal period in 2019 in order to
ensure that comprehensive up to date information is available in regard to this species to inform
the development proposals and associated planning application.

1.4

This note sets out the results of the additional Great Crested Newt eDNA survey work and
therefore provides an Addendum to the previously submitted Ecological Baseline Assessment.

2.

Methodology
Previous Great Crested Newt survey work

1.5

The site has been subject to considerable previous ecological survey work by Aspect Ecology Ltd
over a number of years in order to inform the development proposals, the results of which are
set out within the previously submitted Ecological Baseline Report.
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1.6

The previous survey work included specific Great Crested Newt surveys of a number of ponds
across the site and surrounding area, including in particular (of relevance to the current works)
inspection surveys and Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) assessments of ponds P3 and P6 (See plan
1825/GCN1), in line with standard methodologies for Great Crested Newt survey. During the
initial survey work, pond P3 was recorded to provide ‘Good’ potential to support Great Crested
Newt, whilst pond P6 was recorded to provide ‘Average’ potential to support Great Crested
Newt under the HSI methodology.
Current survey work

1.7

Ponds P3 and P6 were further visited on 21st May 2019 in order to undertake specific eDNA
survey work in respect of Great Crested Newt (specific survey work having previously been
undertaken during 2017 which identified no evidence of the presence of this species within
ponds P1 and P2, as set out within the previously reported information).

1.8

Environmental DNA (eDNA) surveys have recently been approved by Natural England as an
effective method for establishing the presence or likely absence of Great Crested Newt by
analysing DNA in water samples. The sample method was undertaken in line with the
methodology set out within the technical advice note provided by the Freshwater Habitats Trust
(FHT) as approved by Natural England. Water was sampling undertaken by an experienced
Aspect Ecology staff member, trained in eDNA sampling methodology, within the identified
acceptable seasonal window set out by Natural England. Collected samples were returned to
FERA for processing and analysis.

3.

Results

3.1.

The eDNA analysis has returned a negative result for both ponds, indicating that Great Crested
Newts are likely absent from both ponds.

4.

Summary and Conclusions

4.1.

This note presents the findings of a habitat suitability assessment and eDNA surveys of
waterbodies P3 and P6, in order to supplement the previous Great Crested Newt survey
information (in line with the information set out within the previously submitted reports).

4.2.

Offsite ponds P3 and P6 were subject to specific eDNA survey during May 2019, which returned
a negative result, confirming the likely absence of this species from both ponds, in line with the
previously reported survey results for other relevant ponds (P1 and P2). Accordingly, in line with
the previously reported position, the current specific survey results identified no evidence for
the present of Great Crested Newt at the site, further supporting the previous conclusion that
this species is unlikely to be present within the site or immediately surrounding habitats. As
such, Great Crested Newt does not appear to represent a potential constraint, nor require any
further consideration in regard to the proposed future development of the site at the current
time1, and the conclusions of the previously submitted information remain unchanged in regard
to this species.

1 Natural England guidance associated with Great Crested Newt licencing processes (as set out within the published ‘Template

for Method Statement to support application for licence under Regulation 53(2)e of The conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations 2017 (as amended) in respect of great crested newts Triturus cristatus” (Form WML-A14-2), identifies that for
proposals where no ponds are lost or damaged and development is greater than 250m from the nearest [breeding] pond
(and where no significant habitat changes occur since the most recent surveys), relevant survey information should be no
more than 3-4 breeding seasons old in regard to this species. Accordingly, subject to the habitats remaining broadly in line
with the current situation, the above survey information would be anticipated to remain valid for a period of approximately
3-4 years.
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Copyright
The copyright of this document remains with Aspect Ecology. All rights reserved. The contents of this
document therefore must not be copied or reproduced in whole or in part for any purpose without the
written consent of Aspect Ecology.

Legal Guidance
The information set out within this report in no way constitutes a legal opinion on the relevant legislation
(refer to the original legislation). The opinion of a legal professional should be sought if further advice is
required.

Liability
This report has been prepared for the exclusive use of the commissioning client and unless otherwise agreed
in writing by Aspect Ecology, no other party may use, or rely on the contents of the report. No liability is
accepted by Aspect Ecology for any use of this report, other than for the purposes for which it was originally
prepared and provided. No warranty, express or implied, is made as to the advice in this report.
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