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1

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Introduction

1.1.1

Croft have been instructed by Jimdavnic LLP to produce a Transport Statement to assist
the Local Planning Authority’s determination of a planning application for a change of
use at the existing Carphone Warehouse unit at the Island site to the south of the B4101
Tile Hill Lane in Coventry.

1.1.2

The description of the proposals is as follows:
‘change of use from Use Class A1 (retail) to Use Classes A1 (coffee shop), A3 (restaurant)
and A5 (hot food and takeaway)’.

1.1.3

This Transport Statement provides information on the traffic and transport planning
aspects of the development proposals and forms part of the planning application.

1.2

Development Site and Location

1.2.1

The application site, the existing Carphone Warehouse unit, is located within an area
known locally as The Island. It is located off the B4101 Vanguard Avenue off the A45
Fletchamstead Hwy in the western part of Coventry.

1.2.2

The Island site is currently occupied by the following A3 units and one A1 retail unit (the
subject Carphone Warehouse unit);
•

McDonalds.

•

Subway

•

Greggs

•

KFC.
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•
1.2.3

Pizza Hut.

Vehicular access into the site is provided via a signal controlled junction off the B4101
Vanguard Avenue gyratory.

1.2.4

At present the Island site has a total of 164 car parking spaces located in four separate
areas of car parking.

1.2.5

The existing site layout is shown in Plan 1.

1.2.6

A planning application was submitted in January 2016 for the construction of an A3
Nando’s retail unit and associated parking and landscaping on land to the south of the
Carphone Warehouse unit (LPA Ref: FUL/2016/0221). The application was subsequently
permitted by decision notice dated 21 March 2016. The planning permission has not
implemented and will expire on 21 March 2019. A further planning application has
recently been submitted which seeks to ‘renew’ the extant planning permission.

1.3

Development Proposals

1.3.1

Planning permission is sought for the change of use from Use Class A1 (retail) to Use
Classes A1 (coffee shop), A3 (restaurant) and A5 (hot food and takeaway) at the
Carphone Warehouse unit. The unit has a gross floor area of 244 sqm.

1.3.2

The Carphone Warehouse unit was previously occupied by an A3 user (Burger King)
before changing to A1 use under permitted development rights. The proposal essentially
seeks to revert the unit back to its original use. The applicant has agreed terms with
Starbucks to occupy the unit.
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1.3.3

The existing vehicular access into the Island site will be retained as part of the
development proposals and the new occupier of the subject unit will continue to
service the unit via the car park, details on the servicing will be dealt with in further
detail in Section 2 of this Transport Statement.

1.3.4

As part of the development proposals it is proposed to provide cycle parking in
accordance with the standards contained within the ‘Delivering a More Sustainable
City’ SPG which was adopted in January 2009.

1.3.5

This documents states that in terms of cycle parking the following should be provided
for an A3 restaurant;

1.3.6

•

1 space per 4 staff members.

•

1 space per 100sqm of net floor area for customers (minimum of two spaces).
The cycle parking spaces will be located in a safe and convenient location near to the
entrance to the store. The number and location of these spaces can be agreed with
the local planning authority at a more advanced stage of the planning process.

1.3.7

To encourage sustainable transport for staff members, lockers will be provided within
the building which will enable staff to store belongings if they choose to walk or cycle
to work.
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1.4

Scope of the Report

1.4.1

Following this introduction, Section 2 considers the impact of the development
proposals on car parking and the proposed servicing arrangements whilst the
conclusions are drawn together in Section 3.

1.4.2

This report does not include any detailed assessment of the sustainability of the site as
this has already clearly been established as being acceptable with the recent granting of
planning permission for the A3 unit on the car parking adjacent to the Carphone
Warehouse unit.

1.4.3

The unit will be ancillary use to the nearby employment area. Furthermore, the
Carphone Warehouse unit is an existing unit and was previously an A3 unit where the
Council clearly accepted that all highways and transport matters were acceptable.
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2

CAR PARKING IMPACT ANALYSIS

2.1

Introduction

2.1.1

This section of the report considers the car parking impact of the development proposals
on the local highway network and the servicing strategy.

2.2

Existing Parking Demand

2.2.1

As detailed earlier in this report, the proposed development consists of a change of use
from A1 (retail) to A1 (coffee shop), A3 (restaurant) and A5 (hot food and takeaway) use
of 244 square metres gross floor area.

2.2.2

In order to establish the implications of the development proposals on the existing car
parking provision, surveys were undertaken of the existing car parks located in the
vicinity of the development site which were the same as was agreed with the local
highways officers at Coventry City Council for the adjacent A3 use Nando’s planning
application (app ref: FUL/2015/2675).

2.2.3

The car parking surveys were undertaken on Friday 8th February 2019 and Saturday 9th
February 2019 between 1100 hours and 1900 hours.

2.2.4

The survey results are included at Appendix 1.

2.2.5

Four distinct areas of parking are located along with the Island site all of which are
formally marked out and all units on the Island site were occupied at the time of the
survey apart from the vacant Frankie & Benny’s unit.

2.2.6

Table 2.1, below, provides a summary of the spaces available within these areas,
together with the maximum occupancy observed during the surveys.
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Maximum Occupancy
Car Park

Spaces
Weekday

Saturday

A

33

27

25

B

58

17

24

C

44

27

31

D

40

23

26

Max Total

175

79

82

Table 2.1 – Summary of Existing Car Park Occupancy
2.2.7

The surveys confirm that Saturday as the busiest day, with the peak occupancy
occurring, across the four areas, at 1.15pm with 82 spaces occupied. More specifically
the car parking area around the Carphone Warehouse unit had a maximum occupancy
during Friday of 17 vehicles at 4.15pm and on Saturday of 24 vehicles at 6pm.

2.2.8

Clearly this parking demand is from the existing Carphone Warehouse unit which needs
to be removed from this analysis before adding on the proposed car parking demand for
the change of use at the unit. Consideration also needs to be given to the current A3 use
(Nando’s) planning permission on the car parking area close to the Carphone Warehouse
unit.
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2.3

Proposed Car Parking Demand

2.3.1

This section will consider the worst case scenario in terms of car parking demand which
will include the proposed Nando’s unit which will have its own parking demand and the
proposals involve the removal of 22 car parking spaces at the site.

2.3.2

Reference to the Transport Statement that supported the A3 (Nando’s) planning consent
adjacent to the application site, confirms that the maximum demand for the change of
use would be on a Saturday at around 7pm to 8pm with 12 spaces forecast to be required.

2.3.3

Assuming that the adjacent A3 Nando’s proposed unit is constructed and occupied the
area surrounding the Carphone Warehouse (Zone B) will be providing a total of 36 car
parking spaces, as 22 spaces would be removed for the consented Nando’s. This
therefore leaves a residual 24 spaces for the change of use at the Carphone Warehouse
unit.

2.3.4

Using the same parking accumulation exercise as the one within the A3 Nando’s planning
consent Transport Statement (shown in Table 2.3 on Page 7 of that document dated
January 2019) this can be provided based on a prorated maximum car parking demand.

2.3.5

The consented A3 Nando’s unit was forecast to generate a maximum car parking
demand of 12 spaces based on a gross floor area of 310 sqm. The Carphone Warehouse
unit is 244 square metres so is likely to generate a car parking demand of 9 spaces
following its change of use from A1 to A3 use.

2.3.6

This would then result in a maximum car parking occupancy within this area of car
parking adjacent to the Carphone Warehouse unit of 21 spaces during the Saturday at
around 6pm. This equates to a maximum occupancy of less than 60%.
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2.3.7

It can therefore be concluded that there is currently sufficient car parking to cater for the
change of use at the Carphone Warehouse unit and, clearly, this will continue to be the
case once the adjacent development has been completed.

2.4

Traffic Impact

2.4.1

The A3 unit consent recently granted did not require any traffic impact analysis by the
City Council, the local highway authority. As this change of use application is: (a) for a
smaller unit; and (b) for a unit with an existing traffic generation there is clearly no
requirement for any formal traffic impact assessment for these proposals either.

2.5

Servicing

2.5.1

The Carphone Warehouse unit is being serviced by HGVs safely and efficiently at present
and this would have been demonstrated to be acceptable when the site was granted
planning permission.

2.5.2

However, for robustness a swept path analysis using an 11.3 metre long rigid vehicle has
been undertaken.

2.5.3

This is shown in Plan 2 and is achievable within the car parking area adjacent to the site.
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3

CONCLUSIONS

3.1.1

Croft have been instructed by Jimdavnic LLP to produce a Transport Statement to assist
the Local Planning Authority’s determination of a planning application for a change of
use at the existing Carphone Warehouse unit at the Island site to the south of the B4101
Tile Hill Lane in Coventry.

3.1.2

The following conclusions can be drawn from this Transport Statement:
•

The site can be accessed via safe and efficient existing vehicular access
arrangements.

•

The proposals are supported by sufficient levels of car parking, which has been
confirmed by recent car parking surveys in the vicinity of the site.

•

The proposed development would be likely to have an imperceptible impact on
the operation of the road network.

•
3.1.3

The proposed development can be adequately serviced.

It can therefore be concluded that the proposals should be acceptable to the local
highway authority.

