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Further Breeding Bird Survey Results
1.

BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION

1.1.

Aspect Ecology has been commissioned by Lioncourt Homes in regard to
ecological matters associated with the site, located north of Tamworth Road,
Keresley in Coventry. The site is proposed for development comprising up to
800 dwellings, associated Local Centre, Primary School, Public Open Space,
allotments, nature conservation area and landscaping, for which an outline
planning application has been submitted to Coventry City Council (Ref:
OUT/2014/2282). Further, the outline application is understood to have been
considered at Coventry City Council’s planning committee meeting on 26
February 2015, which resolved to delegate powers to the Head of Planning in
consultation with the Chair and Deputy Chair of Planning Committee to grant
outline planning permission subject to the resolution of outstanding issues
highlighted in the committee report; conditions and completion of the S106
agreement within 6 months of that date; and referral to the Secretary of State.

1.2.

In relation to the resolution of issues highlighted in the committee report (and
associated late representations presented at the committee), this includes
highlighted requirements for further ecological survey work in respect of bats,
breeding birds and Badger.

1.3.

In addition, a number of draft planning conditions are set out within the
officer’s recommendations, including of particular relevance, draft condition
18 which states, “The development hereby permitted shall not commence
until a further bird survey of the site has been carried out and has been
submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority. Such
approved mitigation plan shall thereafter be implemented in full.”

1.4.

Accordingly, specific Breeding Bird survey work was undertaken at the site
during the appropriate seasonal period in 2015, in order to address the
identified requirement for further bird survey work set out within the
committee report and associated draft condition. This report sets out details
of the further breeding bird survey work undertaken, along with the results
and associated implications.
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2.

METHODOLOGY
Previous Survey Information

2.1.

Previous specific breeding bird survey work was undertaken at the site during
2010, the results of which are detailed within the information originally
submitted as part of the planning application, including the Ecological
Baseline
Assessment
(ref:
ECO1825.EcoBAse.vf)
informing
the
Environmental Statement and accordingly, this report should be read in
conjunction with the previously submitted information.
2015 Survey Methodology

1.1.1.

The survey methodology undertaken followed the British Trust for
Ornithology’s (BTO’s) Common Bird Census (CBC) methodology, in line with
the previous survey work undertaken in 2010. This involved walking a route
over the wider study area and recording all birds either seen or heard. These
‘registrations’ are recorded on a plan of the site using standard BTO codes for
each bird species. This survey methodology has the advantage over other
techniques of mapping each registration to a specific point within the site and
this therefore illustrates those areas and habitats containing the highest
density and diversity of bird species.

2.2.

Surveys were undertaken in suitable weather conditions within the optimal
season for breeding birds, as summarised below at Table 2.1
Table 2.1: Weather conditions and timings of Breeding Bird Surveys undertaken during 2015.

Survey Date

Weather Conditions

16th May 2015
25th May 2015
15th June 2015

4/8 cloud, wind W2, 13oC.
7/8 cloud, still, 10oC.
3/8 cloud, wind NE1, 11oC.

2.3.

On each survey an experienced ornithologist walked a circuitous route
around the site, covering all field margins, recording the locations, numbers
and activity of all bird species present within (and around) the area during this
time. Over the three visits this methodology should ensure that the vast
majority of species present at the site are recorded, although nocturnal
species using the site as part of a larger territory may be missed.

2.4.

To ascertain the breeding status of birds using the site, the following criteria
were applied following the methodology used in the ‘Atlas’ surveys of 19881991 (Gibbons et al, 1993). This accepts the following activities as denoting
breeding (including those probably breeding although definite proof was
lacking):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bird apparently holding territory.
Courtship and display.
Nest-building (including excavating nest-hole).
Distraction display or feigning injury.
Adult carrying faecal sac or food.
Adult entering or leaving apparently occupied nest site.
Nest with eggs or eggshells found, or bird sitting but not disturbed.
Nest with young; or downy young of ducks, game-birds, waders and
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•

other nidifugous species.
Recently fledged young.

3.

SURVEY RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1.

A summary of observations for each species is included at Table 3.1., below,
whilst the distribution of breeding birds recorded is shown at Plan 1825/FBB1.

Table 3.1: Bird species recorded within the site during the breeding bird survey work undertaken.
Species (and BTO species
Red- or
Est.
Notes
code)
Amber
no.
(1)
pairs
listed
Pheasant (PH)
1
Phasianus colchicus
Buzzard (BZ)
0
Present in the area, though not nesting
Buteo buteo
within the site.
Sparrowhawk (SH)
0
One flew through the area on the final visit.
Accipiter nisus
Moorhen (MH)
1-2
On both ponds.
Gallinula chloropus
Amber
Lesser black-backed gull (LB)
0
Singles recorded flying over.
Larus fuscus
Woodpigeon (WP)
10
Columba palumbus
Amber
Stock dove (SD)
2
Columba oenas
Collared dove (CD) Streptopelia
0
Associated with adjacent housing.
decaocto
Great spotted woodpecker (GS)
0-1
Dendrocopos major
Amber
Swallow (SL)
0
Foraging at the site, but nesting in adjacent
Hirundo rustica
farm buildings.
Wren (WR)
11
Troglodytes troglodytes
Amber
Dunnock (D.)
6
Prunella modularis
Robin (R.)
6
Erithacus rubecula
Blackbird (B.)
3
Turdus merula
Red
Song thrush (ST)
3
Turdus philomelos
Amber
Mistle thrush (M.)
0
One territory in the adjacent hotel grounds.
Turdus viscivorus
Blackcap (BC)
3
Sylvia atricapilla
Lesser whitethroat (LW)
1-2
Sylvia curruca
Amber
Whitethroat (WH)
1
Sylvia communis
Chiffchaff (CC)
4
Phylloscopus collybita
Goldcrest (GC)
0
One territory in the adjacent hotel grounds.
Regulus regulus
Blue tit (BT)
5
Cyanistes caeruleus
Great tit (GT)
1
Parus major

(1)

Eaton MA, Brown AF, Noble DG, Musgrove AJ, Hearn R, Aebischer NJ, Gibbons DW, Evans A and Gregory RD
(2009) “Birds of Conservation Concern 3: the population status of birds in the United Kingdom, Channel Islands and
the Isle of Man”. British Birds 102, pp296-341, summarised in RSPB (2009) Birds of Conservation Concern 3
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Species (and BTO species
code)
Long-tailed tit (LT)
Aegithalos caudatus
Treecreeper (TC)
Certhia familiaris
Jay (J.)
Garrulus glandarius
Magpie (MG)
Pica pica
Jackdaw (JD)
Corvus monedula
Rook (RO)
Corvus frugilegus
Carrion crow (C.)
Corvus corone
Starling (SG)
Sturnus vulgaris
House sparrow (HS)
Passer domesticus
Chaffinch (CH)
Fringilla coelebs
Greenfinch (GR)
Carduelis chloris
Goldfinch (GO)
Carduelis carduelis
Linnet (LI)
Carduelis cannabina
Bullfinch (BF)
Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Yellowhammer (Y.)
Emberiza citrinella

Red- or
Amber
(1)
listed

Est.
no.
pairs
1

Notes

0

One territory in the adjacent hotel grounds.

0

Recorded flying through the area to
adjacent woodland.

1
1
0

Recorded flying over.

1
Red

0

Associated with adjacent housing.

Red

0

Present at the adjacent farm buildings.

7
1
1
Red

0-1

Amber

2

Red

1

3.2.

A total of 38 species of birds was recorded within the survey area, of which
24 were breeding or probably breeding and two were possibly breeding (i.e.
habitat suitable to support the species is present). The remaining 12 species
were either breeding in adjacent areas, recorded flying over the site, or
represented only by non-breeding individuals.

3.3.

Accordingly, overall the site was recorded to support a rather modest
assemblage of breeding birds (particularly given the large size and open
nature of the site), largely in line with the previously recorded (2010) position,
with the activity recorded spread throughout the hedgerows present.

3.4.

Of the bird species recorded, none are listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). A total of only two red-list species
(Song Thrush and Yellowhammer) were recorded breeding or probably
breeding, whilst a further single red-list species (Linnet) was recorded
possibly breeding at a single location along the extreme northern site
boundary (within the Hall Brook corridor).

3.5.

Of these species, Song Thrush was previously recorded (in the form of a
single territory) in 2010, albeit in 2015 three breeding territories were noted
(two of which located at the site boundaries), whilst a single Yellowhammer
territory was noted within the west of the site.

3.6.

Amber listed species recorded breeding/possibly breeding within the site
were limited to Dunnock, Stock Dove, Whitethroat and Bullfinch (all of which
were similarly recorded during the previous surveys undertaken in 2010). Of
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these species, a total of 5 (Song Thrush, Yellowhammer, Linnet, Dunnock
and Bullfinch) are listed as species of principal importance in England under
Section 41 of the NERC Act 2006, along with House Sparrow and Starling
(both red-list species) which were recorded to be associated with nearby
offsite buildings and housing, albeit not apparently breeding within the site.
3.7.

With the exceptions of Stock Dove, Whitethroat, Bullfinch, Yellowhammer and
Linnet, all of the species recorded breeding at the site (including red- and
amber-listed species noted above) remain very common and widespread
both nationally and locally and regularly inhabit habitats within developed
areas and associated green infrastructure including open space and gardens
in line with those proposed at the site and accordingly, would be anticipated
to continue utilising the habitats present in the long term.

3.8.

Farmland species recorded breeding at the site include one or two territories
each of Stock Dove, Whitethroat, Bullfinch, Yellowhammer and possibly
Linnet. All of these species are included on the red or amber lists. Stock
Dove is included on the amber list due to international importance (at least
20% of the European breeding population being found in the UK) rather than
any noted decline or rarity within the UK, indeed this species is reported to
have shown an increase in UK population over the period since 1970 (e.g.
“Wild Bird Populations in the UK 1970 to 2013: Annual statistical release,
October 2014” – DEFRA). The other four species are listed due to having
undergone recorded major or moderate declines in their UK populations over
25 years. Nevertheless, all five species remain common and widespread in
both a national and local context.

4.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

4.1.

Overall, the survey work undertaken during 2015 appears to show that the
breeding bird assemblage remains largely consistent with, and little changed
from that previously recorded in 2010, with a rather modest assemblage of
breeding birds utilising the site given the considerable size and open nature
of the habitats present, albeit clearly individual variation in precise numbers
and distribution of territories across the site would be anticipated to occur
between years.

4.2.

As such, it is similarly considered that the conclusions drawn on the basis of
the previous survey information in regard to breeding birds at the site
(including informing the planning application), along with any associated
recommendations, mitigation and proposed habitat provisions are likely to
remain unchanged at the site in regard to this group.

4.3.

In particular, the retention of existing hedgerows and trees within wider,
enhanced green infrastructure corridors will likely provide continued long term
opportunities for the majority of bird species currently present at the site (with
the opportunity to further benefit priority species such as Starling and House
Sparrow in particular that are commonly associated with urban areas, through
provision of new nesting opportunities and landscaping enhancements),
whilst safeguards should be put in place during any vegetation clearance
(e.g. suitable timing or otherwise confirmation of the absence of any nests) to
ensure bird species are suitably protected during any works.
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